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Hebrew Bible Description

Elisha, a prophet, resuscitates a 

Shunamite child

Kings II 3-4

Elisha placed himself over the child. He put 

his mouth on his mouth, and his eyes on his 

eyes, and his hands on her hands, and the 

flesh of the child waxed and warmed.
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Kings II 3-4

Then she went in and fell at his feet and bowed 

herself to the ground and took up her son.

Resuscitation was considered blasphemous 

throughout the Middle Ages and 

Renaissance.

The will to resuscitate emerged during the 

Enlightenment.
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Interview with James Elam 

recounting events of 1949
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Peter Safar 

Introduction to Respiratory and Cardiac 

Resuscitation, 1957-61
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External Cardiac Massage, 1961

Kouwenhoven, Knickerbocker, Jude
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To my amazement, at the moment of 

contact the bird opened its eyes, raised 

itself on its feet by flapping its wings for 

seven or eight minutes, and then expired 

quietly.

Alexander Humboldt, 1780

I saw vivid flashes before my eyes.

Alexander Humboldt, 1780
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From 1962 movie by Claude Beck showing the first 

human to be defibrillated. The event occurred in 1947 

when the patient was 14. He is 29 years old in this film.
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Paramedic Programs

• Miami

• Seattle

• Columbus

• Los Angeles

• Portland

Leonard Cobb

We knew in 1970 that the sooner the aid car got 

there the better the outcome. One day the fire 

department chief said, “Look, if it’s so important to 

get CPR quickly, and the firemen come around to do 

it, it can’t be that complicated that other folks 

couldn’t also learn. Firemen are not created by God 

to do CPR. You could train the public.” I said, “that 

sounds like a very good idea.” Shortly thereafter, we 

started the CPR training program for the general 

public.
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60 Minutes

EMS Developments Since 1970’s

• Diffusion of paramedic programs throughout country
• National curricula for EMTs and paramedics
• Defibrillation by EMTs and first responders
• Automated external defibrillators (AEDs)
• Public access defibrillation
• Telephone CPR
• Hands-only CPR
• HP-CPR
• Smart technologies for CPR and AED
• NHTSA endorsement of T-CPR and HP-CPR
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May all your resuscitations be successful!


