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Objectives

• Review National and Regional Opioid Overdose statistics

• Opioid Terminology

• Prescribed Opioids and possible harms

National Drug Overdose Deaths Involving Any Opioid

Among all Ages, by Gender, 1999-2017
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Source: King County Medical Examiner's Office as of 9/13/2019

2018, n=156

2018, N=100

2018, N=66

277 fatal opioid involved 

overdoses in King County 

in 2018

Terminology

Prescription Opioid Use

• Use as prescribed

Non-medical Prescription Opioid Use

• Using prescribed medications not as prescribed or taken only for the 
experience of feeling they cause

Prescription Opioid Misuse

• Prescribed or not prescribed, but using for the experience of feeling they 
cause

Illicit Opioid Use

• Heroin or nonpharmaceutical fentanyl
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Medical Use for Acute 

Pain

Chronic Opioid Treatment 

(COT)

Nonmedical Use

Illicit Use

3.6% of 

those with 

NMPO use 

go on to use 

heroin

86% endorsed NMPO 

use prior to heroin

4.7% of patients with a 

prescription use 

nonmedically

No 

further 

opioid use

Fatal Overdose

Associated with overdose death:

• Diversion (used prescription opioids, but no prescription)

• Doctor Shopping (5+ clinicians prescribe in the past year)
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How do we identify patients with 

injury/trauma at risk for opioid 

related harms?

Opioids are good pain medications

Injuries are painful
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