Missed Opportunities in
Child Abuse

Lessons from the Front Lines
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Disclosures

« | provide consultation and testimony in child
abuse cases in Washington state
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Goals of Talk

 Put child abuse in your
differential if appropriate

» Case based review of:
« Mandatory reporting
« Sentinel injuries
« Bruising
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nsequences of Missed Child Abuse
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erse Childhood Experiences (ACES)

WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE ACE STUDY?
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Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACES)

Increasing number of ACES correlates with:
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* Mental health disorders - (anxiety, depression,
substance abuse)
* Chronic diseases - (ischemic heart disease,
stroke, diabetes)
* Mortality - Children exposed to 6 or more ACES
died at age 60, whereas children without ACES died
T at age 80.
et s Lower educational attainment
* Increased social service costs
* Increased medical costs
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Types of Child Abuse

Physical Abuse

[Bruises] Fractures

Sexual Abuse [Neglect] [Medical Child Abuse]
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Mandatory
Reporting




¢ 6 month old in ER
¢ Bumbo Chair
« Broken Arm
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» Same 7 month old
presenting to ER

« Intimate Partner
Violence (IPV)

e Hit Head
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» Same 8 month old
presenting to the ER

» Seizures
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Where to intervene?

Birth Fracture 1PV Head injury
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Where to intervene?

Birth Fracture PV Head injury
T T
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Mandatory Reporting

RCW 26.44.030
ey Duty of
consultation. y

titions.-

Duty to natity —Case plancing and

Records.

“Reasonable cause to believe that a
child has suffered abuse or neglect”

» Doesn't mean you have proof
» Doesn't mean you know who did it
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Reporting to CPS

Call
1-800-END-HARM
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Case #2

e
. Child Welfare Overview CY 2018
Consequences of reporting to CPS - I ...u..., -
A 075 Reparts of AbuseNeglect

e Screens out
* Screens in, services wm :
 Screens in, investigation Shampnarsil i
» Founded
» Unfounded

Sentinel
Injuries
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* 6 week old
» Tongue laceration
» Dad’s story
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e 2 weeks later
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Sentinel Injuries

« Isolated small or “minor” injuries in children of a
vulnerable age group, associated with abuse
» Concerning, even if the family presents well
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Sentinel Injuries

27.5%
L

Sentinel Injuries in Infants Evaluated for Child
Physical Abuse
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Sentinel Injuries
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[< 6 month old ] [<1yearold | [ <2yearold |
« Bruising ¢ Long bone « Rib fracture
« Burns fracture « Abdominal

« Oropharyngeal ||+ Intracranial trauma

injury hemorrhage « Genital injury
« Skull fracture « Bleeding into

whites of eyes
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Sentinel Injuries- What to do

e Ask what happened

» Think about it, document it

» Report it if you are “reasonably” concerned
e Not sure?

 Tell CPS that you aren’t sure, but explain
» Ask a colleague
« Call SCAN- Seattle Children’s Operator, 24/7
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« 2 month old baby
* Face bruise

Case #3

Bruising
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Sugar et al: The numbers
N=973
N=366

Bruises in Infant
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Sugar et al: The numbers

N= 11 (2.2%)
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TEN-4

e Any bruise in child under 4-6 months (4)
e Children less than 48 months (4)

» Bruises on TORSO (T)

» Bruiseson EARS  (E)

* Bruiseson NECK (N)
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High risk bruising- What to do

Ask what happened
e Think about it, document it

» Make a report if “reasonably” concerned
* Not sure?

» Tell CPS you aren’t sure, but explain
» Seek out experienced colleagues
« Call SCAN- Seattle Children’s Operator, 24/7
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In Summary

 Put child abuse in your
differential

» Make a report when concerned

« Document what you see, hear,
notice

* Do good skin exams in babies

» Pass on what you know! @ seattie Childrens UW Medicine
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Thank you!

Questions?
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